
June 3, 2013 
 
Dear parents and middle school students, 
 
The following is the required reading for each middle school grade.   In addition, each 
middle school student will need to choose one other book. It is important to select a 
book that is at the appropriate reading level.  If unsure, email me at  
lori@stfrancissherwood.org  Seventh and eighth grade may read one of the other novels 
under required reading as their second book.   
 
Required reading for: 
 
 Sixth grade:  Crispin             by Avi 
 
       OR  Number the Stars      by Lois Lowry 
 
 Seventh grade: Julie of the Wolves          by Jean Craighead George 
 
       OR Shadow of a Bull      by Maia Wojciechowska 
 
 Eighth grade:  My Brother Sam       by James Lincoln Collier and 
    Is Dead            Christopher Collier 
 
        OR The Witch of Blackbird           
    Pond        by Elizabeth George Speare  
     
After reading the required novel, create a book cover for the novel.  The book cover 
should be folded in half.  On the front cover include the title and the author and an 
illustration of the novel—your own illustration not the one on the cover.  Inside the cover, 
describe the setting and the three main characters.  The back must be a 3-5 paragraph 
summary of the novel. No more than five (5) paragraphs! 
 
For the second book students are to create a comic strip from one event/scene in the 
novel.  The comic strip must be a minimum of eight (8) frames that retells the event in 
comic form.  The novel does not have to be humorous.   
 
Them comic strip should be original artwork done by YOU.  It should be filled with action 
and vivid language—not just one word responses.  The character’s dialogue must be in 
word balloons and written (typed) in black ink.  The comic strip MUST be in color.  It 
MUST include the author and title of the novel.  On a separate sheet of paper, write a 
description of three main characters.  Also write a short summary (one paragraph) of the 
event being depicted in the comic strip.  Attach the character description and short 
summary to the comic strip. 
 
All book reports are due Tuesday, September 3. 
 
Enjoy your summer and READ, READ, READ!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lori Haugsten 



 
 


